
A  P R A C T I C A L  G U I D E

to your document
We highly suggest that you use a professional graphic designer, however, if you create your own 

artwork here are some tips for adding those essential details for making your file print ready.

Adobe Illustrator

-
-

Adobe InDesign

-

-

-

-

IMPORTANT FIRST STEP:
nal trim 

size speci
here:
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Adobe Photoshop - Not Reccomended

-

-

Adobe Acrobat Pro - Not Reccomended.
-

Bleed Area
Trim Line

File that has been exported with crop marks and bleed

Final document

Crop 
Marks



Crop marks
Add crop marks when downloading your design 
for printing to mark where to trim the paper:

Add bleed to your design (see the previous 
section). Click the       button on the toolbar above 
the editor. On the �le type dropdown, select PDF 
Print. Click Crop marks and bleed to tick the 
checkbox. Click Download. If you used premium 
elements, pay for them �rst.

Margins
Make sure that important design elements aren’t 
cut when printed or when ordering prints:

Create or open an existing design. From the 
menu above the editor, click File. If you have the 
View menu, click on it instead. Select Show mar-
gins. A border of broken lines will appear on your 
design pages. Edit your design, and keep import-
ant elements inside the margin.

Bleed
Avoid white gaps when printing to the edge of 
the paper or card:

Create or open an existing design. From the 
menu above the editor, click File. If you have the 
View menu, click on it instead. Select Show print 
bleed. A border of broken lines will appear close 
to the edges of your design. This margin is �xed 
and cannot be adjusted. If you see white gaps 
around the design edges, resize or stretch your 
background to cover them. Stretch elements 
(that you don’t mind being cut) around the 
edges as well.

Canva
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